[Correlation of patients age on length of stay and admission rate in a German emergency department].
This study aimed to examine correlations between patient age, length-of-stay (LOS) in the emergency department (ED), admission rate for various medical disciplines and probabilities of admission in a German interdisciplinary ED. In a retrospective cohort analysis, 7937 patients of the ED were evaluated for age, gender, ED-LOS and admission rate. Rank correlation coefficients were calculated in order to analyze the influence of patient age for each discipline. Statistical tests were performed to evaluate explorative hypotheses on specific discipline influence of patient age. Patients age significantly differed between the disciplines. There was a strong correlation between patient age and LOS for trauma surgery, visceral surgery and ophthalmology. The correlation between patient age and admission rate was highest in patients with problems regarding internal medicine, trauma surgery and neurology. There is a correlation between patients age, LOS and admission rate in the ED.